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signs explained to the young men that they must leave. There was no assault or violence. I took down the names of several of those who told me the story, not at the time they told it, but immediately afterwards, and on the plea that I was willing when I came back to have the same men again; and we parted on most friendly terms.
On the day fixed for the hearing of the case, I found that the witnesses for the prosecution, who were not of my beaters, were accompanied by the village servant, who was one of the men who had been talking with me So when they came into the court and found that I was the magistrate, they did not tell the story that they had come to tell The result was that the two young officers were honourably acquitted The men remained my fi lends, and helped me in spoit on more than one occasion afterwards I did not make public my method of ascertaining the facts It was quite sufficient foi everybody concerned that the case had broken down, owing to the witnesses having an altogether different story to tell from that which was expected , and at my suggestion the Malguzar's agent gave a handsome donation to the local dispensary A story like this, which is very far from exceptional, indicates the difficulties with which the courts have to contend, difficulties which, if fully known to the judicial authorities, are in my experience not fully realised by many of the Judges.
I shall discuss later on the work of the police, and shall refer to the criticisms often hurled at them by irresponsible persons, who are wholly ignorant of the constitution of the force and of its methods of working. Sometimes such criticism is made without due consideration by Judges who ought to know better than to condemn men unheard I do not propose, therefore, to touch here on this subject at any length. But I should like to say that there is one point in which the police have a great advantage over the courts, viz that they conduct their inquiries on the spot. The whole question turns on the character and capacity of the officer making the inquiry- This is never to be forgotten. If a low class, unintelligent, and